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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not limited to a single 
paragraph and contains legal phraseology used in patent claims such as "means". 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01 (b). 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 1 01 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because claim 1 is directed to 
computer program. 

Data structures not claimed as embodied in computer-readable media are 
descriptive material per se and are not statutory because they are neither physical 
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"things" nor statutory processes. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d 
at 1760 (claim to a data structure per se held nonstatutory). See MPEG 2106.IV.B.1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Okada (US 2001/0028785 A1). 

Regarding claim 1, Okada discloses a data recording system (Figs. 1-2), 
comprising: 

a plurality of recording devices (primary storage unit 2 and secondary storage 
unit 3 of Fig. 1 , page 2, paragraph #0042) for recording data containing images and/or 
voice in a prescribed recording medium; and 

a recording objective determination device (the control unit 5 of Fig. 2, page 2, 
paragraph #0049 and page 5, paragraphs #0098 and #0099) comprising at least 
recording objective determination means (view/playback history unit 16 of Fig. 2, page 
2, paragraph #0049 and page 5, paragraphs #0098 and #0099) of determining by a 
predetermined method, recording device for recording the data among said plurality of 
recording devices. 
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Regarding claim 2, Okada discloses a recording objective determination device 
(Figs. 1-2), comprising at least: 

recording objective determination means (view/playback history unit 16 of Fig. 2, 
page 2, paragraph #0049 and page 5, paragraphs #0098 and #0099) of determining by 
a predetermined method, a recording device (primary storage unit 2 and secondary 
storage unit 3 of Fig. 1 , page 2, paragraph #0042) for recording data among a plurality 
of recording devices each which records data containing images and/or voice in a 
recording medium, 

wherein when the data is recorded, the data is recorded in the recording medium 
of said recording device determined by said recording objective determination means. 

Program claim 10 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in the apparatus 
claim 2 above and the flowcharts of Figs. 3-4 and 8-9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okada (US 2001/0028785 A1) in view of Yumine et al (US 5,528,746). 

Regarding claim 3, Okada discloses all the claimed limitations as discussed in 
claim 2 above except for providing that said predetermined method is to select any of 
said plurality of recording device predetermined by a user. 
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Yumine et al teaches a cassette auto changer having plurality of recording 
devices (VTRs 16A to 16D disclosed in col. 4, lines 39-46) and plurality of recording 
media (cassette accommodating unit 13 disclosed in col. 4, lines 56-64) and the 
changer is selected any of the plurality of recording device predetermined by a user 
(external control device 12 disclosed in col. 6, lines 12-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the cassette auto changer as taught by Yumine et al into 
Okada's system in order to increase the storage capacity of the system and to complete 
the recording of program last for many hours. 

Regarding claim 4, Yumine et al teaches at least one of said plurality of recording 
devices is a recording device using a removable recording medium of recording the 
data in a removable recording medium mounted in the device (VTRs 16A to 16D 
disclosed in col. 4, lines 39-46 and cassette accommodating unit 13 disclosed in col. 4, 
lines 56-64) and said recording device selected in advance by the user in said recording 
device using a removable recording medium (external control device 12 disclosed in col. 
6, lines 12-41). 

Regarding claim 5, Yumine et al discloses the claimed a mode is provided in 
which said user can optionally selett a recording device for recording the data (external 
control device 12 disclosed in col. 6, lines 12-41) and Okada teaches the claimed said 
recording objective determination device further comprising selection receipt means of 
accepting a selection of the user as to which mode is to be selected (two modes 
disclosed in page 5, paragraph #0098 pf Okada). When Okada and Yumine et al are 



Application/Control Number: 09/845,315 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2616 

combined as proposed by the examiner, the recording objective determination device of 
Okada would selected two mode 1) a mode in which said recording objective 
determination means selects a recording device (view/playback history unit 16 of Fig. 2, 
page 2, paragraph #0049 and page 5, paragraphs #0098 and #0099 of Okada) and 2) a 
mode in which the user optionally selects a recording device (external control device 12 
disclosed in col. 6, lines 12-41 of Yumine et al). 

Regarding claim 6, Okada also discloses the claimed use frequency check 
means of checking a use frequency of each of said plurality of recording devices in the 
past (the automatic predicting process disclosed in page 5, paragraph #0099), wherein 
when said selection receipt means accepts the user selection of the mode in which said 
recording objective determination means determines a recording device, said recording 
objective determination means selects a recording device having a highest use ' 
frequency checked by said use frequency check means as a predetermined method 
(the automatic predicting process disclosed in page 5, paragraph #0099). 

Regarding claim 7, Yumine et al also discloses the claimed wherein at least one 
of said plurality of recording devices is a recording device using a removable recording 
medium of recording the data in a removable recording medium mounted on the device 
(VTRs 16A to 16D disclosed in col. 4, lines 39-46 and cassette accommodating unit 13 
disclosed in col. 4, lines 56-64) and said predetermined method refers to a method of 
selecting said recording device using a removable recording medium when said 
removable recording medium is mounted on said recording device using a removable 
recording medium (external control device 12 disclosed in col. 6, lines 12-41). 
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Regarding claim 8, Yumine et al further discloses the claimed wherein when a 
remaining recording capacity of said recording medium in said recording device for 
recording objective determined by said recording objective determination means is 
equal to or smaller than a predetermined capacity, or when it is prohibited that data is 
newly recorded in said recording medium, said recording medium of said selected 
recording device for recording data does not record the data (the capability of stopping 
recording when the tape run out disclosed in col. 9, lines 4-21). 
10. Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada (US 
2001/0028785 A1) in view of Lee (US 6,839,499 B1). 

Okada discloses all the claimed limitations as discussed in claim 2 above except 
for providing wherein at least one of said plurality of recording devices is a recording 
device using a removable recording medium of recording the data in a removable 
recording medium mounted on the device, and at least another recording device of said 
plurality of recording devices is a recording device using a fixed type recording medium 
recording the data in a fixed type recording medium; and 

said recording objective determination device further comprising control means of 
controlling the data such that when said recording device for recording data, determined 
by said recording objective determination means is said recording device using a 
removable recording medium, and (1) no recording medium is mounted on said 
recording device using a removable recording medium, or (2) a remaining recording 
capacity of the mounted removable recording medium is equal to or smaller than a 
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predetermined capacity, or (3) it is prohibited that data is newly recorded in said 
mounted removable recording medium, 

the data can be recorded in the fixed type recording medium of said recording 
device using a fixed type recording medium, and (1) after the removable recording 
medium is mounted on said recording device using a removable recording medium, or 
(2) after the removable recording medium having a predetermined amount of remaining 
recording capacity is mounted to said recording device using a removable recording 
medium, or (3) after the removable recording medium permitted to record new data is 
mounted on said recording device using a removable recording medium, the data 
recorded in the fixed type recording medium can be recorded in the removable 
recording medium. 

Lee teaches an apparatus for preserving monitored video signals having at least 
one of said plurality of recording devices being a recording device using a removable 
recording medium (recording unit 400 of Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 25-26) of recording the data 
in a removable recording medium mounted on the device, and at least another 
recording device of said plurality of recording devices is a recording device using a fixed 
type recording medium recording the data in a fixed type recording medium (field 
memory 202 of Fig. 1 , col. 3, line 21 ); and said recording objective determination 
device further comprising control means of controlling the data such that when said 
recording device for recording data, determined by said recording objective 
determination means is said recording device using a removable recording medium, 
and (1) no recording medium is mounted on said recording device using a removable 
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recording medium, or (2) a remaining recording capacity of the mounted removable 
recording medium is equal to or smaller than a predetermined capacity, or (3) it is 
prohibited that data is newly recorded in said mounted removable recording medium 
(col. 4, lines 18-27), the data can be recorded in the fixed type recording medium of said 
recording device using a fixed type recording medium, and (1) after the removable 
recording medium is mounted on said recording device using a removable recording 
medium, or (2) after the removable recording medium having a predetermined amount 
of remaining recording capacity is mounted to said recording device using a removable 
recording medium, or (3) after the removable recording medium permitted to record new 
data is mounted on said recording device using a removable recording medium, the 
data recorded in the fixed type recording medium can be recorded in the removable 
recording medium (col. 4, lines 28-32) so that to preserve video signals of a video 
recording/reproducing apparatus before a recording medium loaded in the video 
recording/reproducing apparatus is stolen or destroyed, and to record the preserved 
video signals when a new recording medium is loaded thereafter. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the capability of preserving the video signals as taught by Lee 
into Okada's system in order to preserve video signals of a video recording/reproducing 
apparatus before a recording medium loaded in the video recording/reproducing 
apparatus is stolen or destroyed, and to record the preserved video signals when a new 
recording medium is loaded thereafter. } 
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1 1 . Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada 
(US 2001/0028785 A1 ) in view of Yumine et al (US 5,528,746) as applied to claims 3-6 
above, and further in view of Lee (US 6,839,499 B1 ). 

The combination of Okada and Yumine et al discloses all the claimed limitations 
as discussed in claims 3-6 above except for providing wherein at least one of said 
plurality of recording devices is a recording device using a removable recording medium 
of recording the data in a removable recording medium mounted on the device, and at 
least another recording device of said plurality of recording devices is a recording 
device using a fixed type recording medium recording the data in a fixed type recording 
medium; and 

said recording objective determination device further comprising control means of 
controlling the data such that when said recording device for recording data, determined 
by said recording objective determination means is said recording device using a 
removable recording medium, and (1) no recording medium is mounted on said 
recording device using a removable recording medium, or (2) a remaining recording 
capacity of the mounted removable recording medium is equal to or smaller than a 
predetermined capacity, or (3) it is prohibited that data is newly recorded in said 
mounted removable recording medium, 

the data can be recorded in the fixed type recording medium of said recording 
device using a fixed type recording medium, and (1 ) after the removable recording 
medium is mounted on said recording device using a removable recording medium, or 
(2) after the removable recording medium having a predetermined amount of remaining 
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recording capacity is mounted to said recording device using a removable recording 
medium, or (3) after the removable recording medium permitted to record new data is 
mounted on said recording device using a removable recording medium, the data 
recorded in the fixed type recording medium can be recorded in the removable 
recording medium. 

Lee teaches an apparatus for preserving monitored video signals having at least 
one of said plurality of recording devices being a recording device using a removable 
recording medium (recording unit 400 of Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 25-26) of recording the data 
in a removable recording medium mounted on the device, and at least another 
recording device of said plurality of recording devices is a recording device using a fixed 
type recording medium recording the data in a fixed type recording medium (field 
memory 202 of Fig. 1, col. 3, line 21); and said recording objective determination device 
further comprising control means of controlling the data such that when said recording 
device for recording data, determined by said recording objective determination means 
is said recording device using a removable recording medium, and (1) no recording 
medium is mounted on said recording device using a removable recording medium, or 
(2) a remaining recording capacity of the mounted removable recording medium is 
equal to or smaller than a predetermined capacity, or (3) it is prohibited that data is 
newly recorded in said mounted removable recording medium (col. 4, lines 18-27), the 
data can be recorded in the fixed type recording medium of said recording device using 
a fixed type recording medium, and (1 ) after the removable recording medium is 
mounted on said recording device using a removable recording medium, or (2) after the 
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removable recording medium having a predetermined amount of remaining recording 
capacity is mounted to said recording device using a removable recording medium, or 
(3) after the removable recording medium permitted to record new data is mounted on 
said recording device using a removable recording medium, the data recorded in the 
fixed type recording medium can be recorded in the removable recording medium (col. 
4, lines 28-32) so that to preserve video signals of a video recording/reproducing 
apparatus before a recording medium loaded in the video recording/reproducing 
apparatus is stolen or destroyed, and to record the preserved video signals when a new 
recording medium is loaded thereafter. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the capability of preserving the video signals as taught by Lee 
into Okada's system in order to preserve video signals of a video recording/reproducing 
apparatus before a recording medium loaded in the video recording/reproducing 
apparatus is stolen or destroyed, and to record the preserved video signals when a new 
recording medium is loaded thereafter. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7382. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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